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Minutes of the Proceedings 

OF THE  

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

                               
 

4 MAY 1854 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to notice. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

L. Samson Esq 

Prayers were read by the Colonial Chaplain. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

Lieut Colonel Reeves Commandant and R.H. Birnie Advocate General were introduced and having had the 

customary oath administered to them took their seats. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. THE SURVEYOR GENERAL presented a petition signed “F Waldeck” on behalf of the Western 

Australian Total Abstinence Society stating that the Members have almost completed a 

Building at an expense of upwards of £400, that from their own private resources the 

Petitioners have advanced a sum of £140 and that they are still responsible for the sum of 

£150, Petitioners therefore pray that their case may be taken into the favorable consideration of 

the Council by granting them a sum of money towards the liquidation of their debt, 

 Which was read and received. 

2. HIS EXCELLENCY read the following Speech 

 Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council 

 Since last I had the pleasure of addressing you the Almighty Ruler of events has thought 

proper to take to himself for his own wise purposes, a late and worthy Member of this Council 

Mr Vigors. 

Were I to dwell upon the general esteem in which this gentleman was held by all who knew 

him for his urbanity of manner, his integrity of purpose, his amiability of disposition, his 

benevolence of heart in the various relations of private life, whether as a husband, companion 
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or friend, I fear private friendship and unbounded regard would make me too partial a eulogist 

on the occasion. 

 In his public capacity he was known to you all as a most useful Member of Society; taking a 

lively interest in public affairs, upon which he brought to bear a sagacious mind, enlightened 

and comprehensive views, with a judgment of the soundest order; always ready to devote his 

professional abilities to the cause of Law, order and good Government but discarding as a duty 

due to the public the indiscriminate defence of right or wrong. 

 Circumstances beyond my control somewhat in connexion with the melancholy events just 

alluded to, have delayed my convening the Council until so late a period; the delay however if 

not inconvenient to you is not without its advantages; as by a allowing the first quarter of the 

present year to pass, and knowing the amount of Revenue realized for that period, the 

Government will be able I hope to submit for your consideration a more certain and 

appropriate estimate of the Ways and Means for the year 1855 than might otherwise have been 

the case had the amount of Revenue realized in the past year been their only guide. 

 I am gratified in being able to announce to you that progress and prosperity, obedience to law 

and order have been distinguishing features of our history for the past year.  I know of no event 

save the shortness of the harvest in the Southern District that does not authorize our retrospect 

to be cheering, and our future full of hope. 

 Equally so the present aspect of affairs with I may say an abundant supply of labor male and 

female now awaiting employment in our Depots, a certain and most remunerative Market 

offering at home and in the neighbouring Colonies for all our products with a very large 

Government expenditure scattering its golden fruits throughout the land; the whole presenting 

so favourable a combination of events, such a golden opportunity as should make us thankful 

to providence for such seasonable gifts which I trust will not be lost on our farmers, who by 

their industry and enterprise will no doubt prove themselves worthy of the occasion by 

bringing such an additional amount of land under cultivation within the next two years as will 

not only rescue this Colony from its present pitiable condition of being dependant on a 

neighbouring Colony and junior in the history of nations for our yearly supplies of flour—the 

principal necessary of life, but that we shall become exporters ourselves, looking at the great 

encouragement offered by the prevailing and likely to continue high prices in the other 

Colonies of this article of consumption—some may think this expectation of our becoming 

exporters utopian, but why we should not be I am unable to comprehend, with such facilities 

and encouragement as I have briefly touched upon. 

 It is true that stockholders are complaining seriously of the great want of more pasture lands, 

more especially those residing in the districts of York, Northam and Toodyay, who have 

memorialized the Government to send out an exploring party from Northam in a N.E. 

direction; then heading round at the back of Shark’s Bay; a line of country from which they 

appear from various circumstances to be very sanguine that good land will be found. 

 Under these circumstances the Government have felt justified in proposing for your 

consideration the propriety of appropriating in the present year the sum of £300 for this 
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service, an amount that aided by the disposition of many public spirited settlers it is hoped will 

suffice.  The expedition it is thought will be absent 4 months, and at the expiration of 3 months 

will rendezvous in the neighbourhood of the Gascoigne to await a further supply of provisions 

which it is intended to send them by water to the mouth of that river in Shark’s Bay. 

 The Revenue for the past year (no bad criterion of the progress of events) has exceeded your 

Estimate on that behalf considerably, and fortunately so, as circumstances beyond the control 

of Government have caused an excess of expenditure over the appropriation—explanation of 

this matter will be afforded you at the proper time by the Colonial Secretary when the 

Supplementary Estimate is under consideration. 

 You will no doubt bear in mind that a passing cloud during the last year threatened material 

interests for a moment in the contemplated discontinuance of Transportation to these shores.  

The Despatch on this subject now submitted for your information will I trust dispel from your 

minds all possible apprehension on that subject as I am of opinion there is not the most remote 

chance of the discontinuance of Transportation, or diminution of Convict expenditure; on the 

contrary there appears a disposition on the part of Her Majesty’s Government to extend the 

penal establishment by making this a station for Female Convicts: the Despatch on this subject 

is now submitted and it will afford me much pleasure if this Council should come to any 

conclusion on this question in their Legislative character to transmit the same to Her Majesty’s 

Government, who have called upon me to report upon its desirability or otherwise. 

 The question of an efficient and well organized police force in a Penal Settlement is one I feel 

assured you will concur with me in thinking to be of the utmost importance to the well being 

of the Community it has been clearly considered by the Government and I hope I may now 

state looking at its recent formation, considerable progress has been effected in its 

organization, whilst the most signal success has attended its detectives efforts in apprehending 

on almost every occasion burglars and thieves whether in gangs or individually parties who if 

left at large under a less vigilant system would have rendered every kind of property insecure.  

I am nevertheless obliged to observe that in more than one half of the cases brought under my 

notice these robberies have not only been effected, but undoubtedly encouraged by want of 

those proper precautions which prudent men usually take to guard against their occurrence 

especially in a Penal Settlement. 

 It is however gratifying to think these burglaries have in no instance been accompanied by 

violence or threat to the person, and looking at the mere fact of there being above 2000 

Conditional pardon and Ticket of Leave men at large, the general security of property is, I have 

reason to think, not below Public expectation, as all must have been aware when petitioning 

for this being made a penal settlement that the advantages to be derived from such an 

establishment must be accompanied by many drawbacks but which I have reason to think have 

fortunately fallen far short of common anticipation—firstly from the good conduct generally of 

the men who have experienced the clemency of Her Majesty’s Government and secondly from 

the vigilance of the Police force combined with the judicious management of the Magistracy in 

having upheld the supremacy of the Law. 
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 The question of apportioning the cost of the Police force between the Imperial and Local 

Governments has engaged for a considerable time my attention, and after some interchange of 

correspondence with Her Majesty’s Government, the last mail I am happy to say brought the 

approval of my proposition asking for £7000 a year as the first proposition of the Home 

Government towards the maintenance of the Police and Magistracy for the present, with the 

further understanding that when the Local Government show an expenditure from Colonial 

funds of half that amount or in other words when the whole expenditure reaches the sum of 

£10,500 Her Majesty’s Government have consented (and I think very liberally) to bear in the 

proportion of two parts to one should the exigency of society imperatively demand a further 

expenditure. 

 The sum of £600 per annum formerly paid to the Resident Magistrate and chargeable to the 

Parliamentary Grant is now instructed to be included in the grant of £7,000 a year; this 

decision you will perceive is virtually a diminution of the Grants and aid from parliament to 

that amount, and here I may as well observe that the correspondence on this subject (which is 

submitted for your information) leads me to think the grant from Parliament will be altogether 

discontinued either next year or in the year following.  Her Majesty’s Government have further 

at my solicitation consented that the officer in charge of the Commissariat Department should 

pay direct into the hands of the Colonial Treasurer the amount of funds granted for Police 

purposes by monthly payments, thus placing the Police and Magistracy under the absolute 

control of the Local Government and consequently of this Council.  Before quitting this branch 

of Public expenditure it is right I should state that the cost of the paid Magistracy and Police 

under the present organization amounts in round numbers to nearly £11,000 a year, a sum 

approximating to a third of the Colonial Revenue as will be seen by the tabular statement 

submitted to each Member in a form showing the number of officers and men, their respective 

salaries and allowances, and lastly their general disposition throughout the Colony, with the 

various amounts appropriated for wear and tear, shoeing, medicine, farriery, and other 

contingencies, all estimated with the greatest regard to economy consistently with what is due 

to the Public. 

 The next subject to which I would draw your attention is the all important one of the Tariff, 

that now in operation I have long thought capable to improvement in such a way as should in 

some degree relieve the Public some of the burden of taxation, without impairing the receipts 

of the Revenue, by allowing certain necessaries of life to be imported free of duties, but on the 

other hand adopting a more satisfactory method of collection of duty with regard to other 

articles by the imposition of differential duties on many commodities now entered at an ad 

valorem duty.  It is also proposed to do away with all discriminating duties as regards foreign 

productions, and thus throw open our markets to foreigners & foreign [illegible] to the marked 

advantage of the community, who it is to be hoped from increased competition will obtain 

their tea, sugar, coffee, rice, grain and other grains at much less cost than hitherto, bringing 

many of these articles which are now I may say from the advance of civilization absolute 

necessaries of life, within the reach it is to be hoped of the working classes and the families. 
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 I am also not a little sanguine looking at the amount of Exports now taking place, and certain 

to increase fourfold within the next 4 years from Port Gregory, that the encouragement we are 

now giving to Foreigners by our almost Free Trade Tariff must ultimately establish a regular 

constant and lucrative trade between Western Australia, China, Java, etc our exports covering 

all our demands and wants from these countries and not as heretofore being obliged to drain 

the Colony of its specie to meet these requirements. 

 It will be my duty to offer for your consideration an Ordinance regulating the introduction and 

use of postage stamps throughout the Colony.  These stamps are now ready for issue and paid 

over to the Colonial Treasurer at their value of one penny each, whose duty it will be to issue 

them from time to time to the postmaster general for distribution throughout the Colony.  Our 

rate of Postage at present will require two of these stamps for each half ounce weight and so 

are in proportion, but as that rate is I have reason to think quite as low as in any of the Eastern 

Colonies and lower than some I am not prepared to recommend to this Council any further 

reduction for the present, looking at the very heavy cost of Mail Services and how much the 

Public expect in the way of regularity, accommodation and despatch in a new Country where 

time has scarcely been given to conquer natural obstacles.  The principal question I am of 

opinion for your consideration in this matter is at what period you should make prepayment 

compulsory on all parties.  The present time I think somewhat premature, but in another year I 

trust the advantage of such a measure will be so obvious from its simplicity and Dispatch, 

especially with regard to the Country Post offices, as to ensure to this Council the support of 

Public opinion to my Ordinance enforcing the same. 

 I have next to acquaint you that the Colonies of New South Wales and Van Dieman’s Land 

have expressed an anxiety to establish with this Colony a system of postage each Colony 

guaranteeing that to its communications shall be prepaid to the post of arrival in the other 

Colony from whence it will be transmitted free of all further postage.  The proposition under 

the advice of the Executive Council has been met with the promise of submitting an Ordinance 

for your approval reciprocating every advantage we receive from other Colonies.  Her 

Majesty’s Government have in a like manner by a Despatch to which I will draw your 

attention, proposed the establishment of one uniform sixpenny prepaid rate for seaborne letters 

between the Mother Country and the Australian Colonies and conversely.  The Imperial 

Government if these letters be carried by a packet reserving to itself fivepence and giving to 

the Colony the remaining penny, if the letters are conveyed by private ship the postage to be 

equally divided namely three pence each.  This measure if approved it is necessary should be 

adopted in its integrity.  A Book post has also been proposed by the Postmaster General for the 

conveyance of books not only to the Colony, but to the destination however remote in the 

interior, at rates so low being only sixpence for every pound weight as would have curtailed 

such an expense on the Colony over and above any receipts that it became impossible to think 

of carrying the scheme into execution.  I have therefore under the advice of the Executive 

Council (as did the Cape Government) looking at the great extent of this territory expressed an 

inability to meet the proposition, further than by receiving the books at the Post of arrival and 
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intimating the fact to the parties concerned who must be at the expense of their further 

transport. 

 The next subject upon which I propose to offer a few comments is public works, roads and 

bridges: in all of these aspects of such vital importance to every Country, but more especially 

so to a new one, I am gratified to think considerable progress has been made in the last year.  

The Colonial Hospital (a structure of some magnitude) as also the School houses, both at Perth 

and Fremantle, buildings long since much required are all approaching completion and will be 

ready for the reception of their respective occupants long before the close of this year. 

 A good and substantial jetty has been erected under the Superintendence of the Royal Engineer 

Department in the North Bays Fremantle, which will admit a Steam boat drawing 5 feet water 

to land her passengers and goods in all weathers without inconvenience or hazard at its 

extremity, while the much larger jetty in the South Bay under the immediate superintendence 

of Lieut Wray R.E. the best guarantee we can have that progress in the works and durability of 

structure must be the consequence great as is its magnitude.  I hope another year or less will 

make it available to the public if not entirely finished. 

 The large and elaborate bridge across the Swan at Guildford will be open for trade and 

passengers within two or three months to the great convenience of all the Settlers on both 

banks of the Swan.  This work has been constructed under the direction of Lieut Duncane R.E. 

and bids fair to be a structure of the greatest strength and capable of resisting any pressure 

upon it by high floods.  A bridge has also been thrown across the Capel with long planked 

approaches facilitating communication with the Vasse and Bunbury. 

 The Government have also accepted tenders from an American at Albany for bridging the 

King and Kalgan Rivers, a work much wanted to open communication with the sheep farms 

and every other interest from the town of Albany, the inhabitants of which have long 

importuned the Government for this boon.  Mr Cheyne who is deeply interested among others 

is offered as security for the due erection of the work in accordance with the plans and 

specifications under the superintendence of Lieut Crossman R.E. in whom I have every 

confidence.  The cost of these two bridges will not exceed the sum of £450. 

 I am further gratified to inform the Council that all the rivers which intervene along the line of 

road between Perth and Albany are now bridged.  Five of these are of considerable magnitude 

have been constructed by that indefatigable and zealous officer Mr Vincent Superintendent of 

Roads, with prison labor only and at a cost comparatively trifling as compared with what it 

would have been had the work been executed by contract: I do not overrate the saving on this 

item by prison labor by putting it down at £2000.  Mr Vincent is now at the Bannister 67 miles 

from Perth erecting a log house and stable for the convenience and shelter of the Mail carrier 

and public generally who may travel this line of road before the Government are in a position 

as must be done at some future time to establish Pensioners villages and Post houses along the 

line generally. 
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The Bridge across the Gordon has been completed by that equally zealous officer Mr. H. 

Gregory, who before undertaking this bridge had been actively employed in clearing the line of 

road which Mr Vincent was bridging. 

The last not least who has been engaged in this work is Mr F Gregory to whom I am indebted 

for the great promptitude, judgment, and ability with which he has performed his task in this 

undertaking.  This gentleman had with him a small party of twelve men only to select and 

mark out the whole line of road 180 miles to the Gordon, and I believe from personal 

inspection of nearly half the line, a better one could not have been selected had he taken years 

to effect what he has done in so many months. 

I will not conceal from you that this road has been a work of considerable difficulty.  This a 

country densely timbered in some parts, but more especially so with regard to supplying the 

different parties with provisions, which had to be carried at one time a distance of 120 miles, 

another difficulty was the obtaining forage to keep the horses up to the work as also water for 

both men and horses which at one time had to be carried a distance of 5 miles to the camp 

before the sinking of wells which is now effected.  In short gentlemen without the prompt 

assistance given by the principal Commissariat Officers in charge in forwarding the necessary 

supplies in face of the most exorbitant demands made for transport combined with the energy 

and perseverance of the officers I have before named failure must have been the certain 

consequence of so bold an attempt on their parts as the undertaking the opening and bridging a 

line of road 180 miles in one year with such limited means. 

 The road was commenced in June last by two parties not averaging larger than more than 70 

working men; the Ticket of Leave party was under Mr Henry Gregory, and the Colonial 

prisoners (generally sailors and natives) under Mr Vincent, yet with such questionable 

instruments in comparison with the magnitude of the work the road east opening in the month 

of October 4 months after its commencement so the Mail Carrier who now says he can travel 

the whole distance from Kojonup to Perth a distance of 150 miles in 3½ days without injury to 

his horses. 

 I regret I am at this moment unable to state the number of trees removed in carrying out this 

work, but I believe they reached thousands while the amount of bridging alone is quite 500 

yards: The whole cost of the road to the Local Government over and above what must have 

been the expenditure wherein the Colonial prisoners were employed is only £539; while the 

extra pay given to Ticket of Leave men on this line of road as the result of task work and the 

additional cost of the transport of provisions and stores are the only items fairly charged to it 

over and above what must have been the cost of the same parties wherever located on public 

works, and I have reason to believe from the Returns of the Commissariat Department that this 

extra expense has not exceeded £700. 

 Anxious as the Government have been on the subject of opening a most direct line of 

conveyance for the monthly mail from England that should be free from all hazard of “flood 

and field” between the capital and Albany, it has not been unmindful of the wants of other 

Districts.  The road joining the Capital to the principal port has been cleared and in part 
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macadamised by a party of probation prisoners whose conduct has been exemplary: this road 

which has been made under the directions of the Royal Engineers would bear comparison to 

the extent finished with any road in England.  In like manner and under the same direction the 

road to Clarence has to a certain extent been much improved by being macadamised.  A party 

of more or less strength has also been engaged for a very considerable period in opening up a 

new line of road from Mandurah to Bunbury; opinions conflict with regard to this road.  Some 

asserting that it will be impassable in many parts during the winter, while all agree that no road 

presents a more cheering aspect to the traveller as he wends his way to and from the Southern 

Districts.  Much traffic can never be expected on this line of road while nature has given a 

preferable highway by water carriage for the conveyance of goods; the improvement however 

will facilitate the driving of stock to market, and make the road less trying to travellers and 

horses.  The Roads of York, Toodyay and Bindoon have all parties on them doing good service 

under Lieut Duncane, as admitted by those who have seen their work.  I may further observe 

that when Mr Vincent has completed his task on the Albany Road which will be in another 

month at most, it is intended to despatch him to open a line of road from the new Canning 

Bridge near Kelmscott to Pinjarrah, bridging the Serpentine on his way and ultimately the 

Murray, if his health holds out under such trial.  This road will open a direct way to the Capital 

for the settlers of the Serpentine and Pinjarrah Districts; many of whom have to travel a long 

distance out of their way by Fremantle to get to Perth, as affording them a better line of road in 

summer months than that at present used by them. 

 For these arrangements and every other in connexion with Road and Bridge making I have to 

express the obligations I am under to the Compt General not only for his advice and Counsel, 

but also for the readiness with which all my suggestions have been carried out by him. 

 Before closing the subject of Public works I deem it my duty to make known to the Council 

that the Government in their anxiety to leave no effort untried to educate and Christianize the 

Aborigines of the Eastern Districts have purchased from the Wesleyan body their native 

institution at York, and returned the land originally given them in trust for Aboriginal 

purposes; (such as those now contemplated by the Government) which from various causes 

languished in their hands without success as nearly all the children abandoned the Institution.  

Aware as I am of the difficulties which surround this question, I do not predict that success in 

this praiseworthy undertaking is certain to any party, but I am of opinion it is the duty of the 

Government to make the trial, and deserve success if we cannot command it.  We have all the 

promise that a good Master and Mistress can give, assisted by good supervision as both 

Clergymen at York.  The Rev Messrs Pownal and Smithies assisted by the Guardian Mr 

Cowan will do all in their power to forward the undertaking.  Some children have already been 

induced to join the Institution. 

 In conclusion gentlemen there will be submitted for your consideration a Supplementary 

Estimate for the year 1853 amounting to about £6,000. 

 Also a Supplementary Estimate for the year 1854 of £12,986.15.7, a moiety of the amount 

being occasioned by the new arrangement of Transferring the whole cost nominally of the 
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Police and Magistracy for the next 9 months to the Colonial Estimates; and lastly an Estimate 

of the receipt and Expenditure for the year 1855. 

3. HIS EXCELLENCY laid on the table the following documents:— 

Supplementary Estimates for the Years 1853 and 1854 

 Estimate for the Year 1855 

 Blue Book for the year 1853 

 Despatches Nos 86, 87, 108, 142 and 143 of 1853 and circulars of 1 February and 5 April 

1853. 

 Also the following Bills: 

 A Bill for the suppression of violent crimes committed by Convicts illegally at large. 

 A Bill further to define the duties of Publicans. 

 A Bill to provide for and regulate the issue and use of Postage Stamps. 

 A Bill to explain and amend the 14th Vict No. 14 entitled “an Ordinance for licensing carts and 

carriers”. 

 A Bill to further regulate the storage of gunpowder. 

 A Bill for the better preservation of the Navigable Rivers in Western Australia and for the 

further security of life and property thereon. 

 A Bill to regulate Eating Houses and Boarding Houses. 

 A Bill to regulate the amount of compensation to be awarded for such Crown Land as may be 

hereafter resumed by the Governor. 

 A Bill for the punishment of habitual drunkenness and disorderly conduct. 

 A Bill to consolidate and amend the Law relating to the conveyance and transfer of real and 

personal property vested in trustees and mortgagees. 

 A Bill to amend an Ordinance passed in the 16th year of the reign of Queen Victoria being an 

Ordinance to make further provision for the due custody and discipline of Offenders 

transported to Western Australia and of offenders sentenced therein to transportation. 

 A Bill to provide for the general regulation of the Customs of Western Australia. 

 A Bill to repeal an Ordinance passed in the 12th Year of the reign of Her present Majesty No. 8 

imposing duties on imported goods and to make other provisions in lieu thereof. 

 A Bill to provide for the payment of certain unforeseen expenses during the Year 1853. 

 A Bill to provide for the payment of certain unforeseen expenses during the year 1854, and 

also for the appropriation of the Revenue for the year 1855. 

 A Bill to provide for the preservation of order in case of any further discovery of gold. 

 A Bill to facilitate mutual postal communication between this Colony and the other Colonies 

of Australia. 

 Which were read a first time and ordered to be read a second time on Thursday the 11th of May. 

The Council adjourned till 12 o’clock on Thursday the 11th of May. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 

______________________

712 



 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.  

_________________________________ 
 

 

Minutes of the Proceedings 

OF THE  

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

                               
 

11 MAY 1854 

The Council met at 1 o’clock pursuant to notice. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor  

and all the Members. 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Mr CLIFTON gave the following notice of motion. 

 Firstly, that after the Council have proceeded to the consideration of the Estimates for the year 

1855, and before deciding on the ways and means, he will move a Resolution to the following 

effect—That it will be wise and expedient that an annual Tax of one half penny per acre be 

imposed on all lands held in Fee simple (not being Town Allotments) within the Territory of 

Western Australia, with a remission of the said Tax for each acre in every Grant cleared and 

brought into cultivation; such remission to be extended year by year as more land is cleared 

and cultivated. 

 Secondly, That he will bring under the consideration of the Council the present constitution of 

the Legislative Council of this Colony and move the addition thereto of official and non 

official members, 

 Thirdly, That he will call the attention of the Council to the present rate and mode of payments 

in the purchase of Crown Lands, with the view to the adoption of some measures for the 

further encouragement of settling the Country and of the Settlers in it. 

 Fourthly, That he will call the attention of the Council to the necessity of further protection in 

the Colony. 

 Fifthly, That in order to the better dispatch of the public business of the present Session H.E. 

the Governor be requested to appoint that it should meet die in diem at 2 o’clock in the 

afternoon and sit till five and that it should reassemble at 8 o’clock in the evening and sit till 11 

o’clock. 
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 Sixthly, That on some early day he will call the attention of the Council to the state of the 

Laws regarding the property and management of the roads of the Colony. 

2. A Bill for the naturalisation of certain persons was read a first time and ordered to be read a second time 

on the 17th Instant. 

3. A Bill for the suppression of violent crimes committed by Convicts illegally at large was read a second 

time and committed. 

 Further consideration adjourned in Committee till the 13th Instant. 

4. A Bill further to define the duties of Publicans was read a second time and committed. 

 Mr MACKIE moved the following amendments 

 Seconded by Mr Birnie 

That in the last two lines of Clause 2 the following words viz “This Clause to come into operation on 

the 1st of January 1855” be struck out and that the following be added instead. 

“And such lamp shall be kept burning during the whole of every night from sunset to sunrise 

and any licensed Publican, who shall refuse or neglect to comply with this provision shall for 

every such offence or conviction thereof before any one or more Justice or Justices of the 

Peace forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding 40/0.  Provided always that it shall be lawful for 

the Justice or Justices hearing any complaints for an offence against this provision to make 

allowance at his or their discretion for any extinguishment of any such lamp by reason of 

boisterous weather or other accidents” 

           Carried 

 Also that the following be added as a final clause 

“That Sections A B and H of the shortening Ordinance No. 11 of 1853 shall be and are hereby 

incorporated into this Ordinance”      Carried 

 The Bill was ordered to be read a third time on the 15th Instant. 

5. A Bill to explain and amend the 14th of Vict No. 14 intituled “An Ordinance for Licensing Carts and 

Carriers” was read a second time and ordered to be read a third time on the 15th Instant. 

6. A Bill for further regulating the storage of gunpowder was read a second time and ordered to be read a 

third time on the 15th Instant. 

7. A Bill for the better preservation of the navigable waters in Western Australia and for the further 

security of life and property thereon was read a second time and committed. 

 Mr MACKIE moved the following amendments 

 Seconded by Mr Birnie 

 That the following be inserted as the 5th Clause 

“That if any person having been convicted under the 1st Section or under the 4th Section of this 

Ordinance of causing an obstruction to navigation shall fail or neglect although he shall have 

paid any penalty imposed by such Conviction to remove or cause to be removed such 

obstruction with five days after such conviction (excluding the day of such Conviction) it shall 

be lawful for any Harbor Master, Port Officer or Justice of the Peace to remove or cause to be 

removed such obstruction by any means and to summon such offenders for failing or 

neglecting as aforesaid to appear before him and to pay or satisfy the amount of all reasonable 
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expenses incurred in or by such removal, and in case such offenders shall fail or appear to such 

summons, or appearing thereto shall fail to pay such amounts either forthwith or at such other 

time as such Justice in his discretion shall assign for that purpose, it shall be lawful for such 

Justice to levy such amount and all attendant costs by distress and sale of such offenders goods 

and chattels and on default of sufficient distress to convict such offenders to prison with or 

without hard labor for any term not exceeding one calendar month” 

           Carried 

 and Bill ordered to be read a third time on the 15th Instant. 

8. A Bill to regulate eating houses and boarding houses was read a second time and committed. 

 Further consideration adjourned in Committee. 

9. A Bill for the punishment of habitual drunkenness and disorderly conduct was read a second time and 

committed. 

 Adjourned in Committee 

10. A Bill to amend an Ordinance No. 18 of 1853 was read a second time and ordered to be read a third 

time on the 15th Instant. 

The Council adjourned till 12 o’clock tomorrow. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 

______________________ 
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12 MAY 1854 

The Council met at 1 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor  

and all the Members. 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. On the motion for the third reading of a Bill to regulate the amount of compensations to be awarded for 

such Crown Lands as may be hereafter resumed by the Governor 

 Mr CLIFTON moved that the Bill be read this day 6 months 

 Seconded by Mr Samson 

    Ayes……………………………………2 

    Noes……………………………………7 
  Ayes    Noes 

 Mr Clifton Esq   The Honble Commandant 

 Mr Samson Esq   The Honble Colonial Secretary 

     The Honble Surveyor General 

     The Honble Advocate General 

     The Honble Collector of Revenue 

     Mr Mackie Esq 

     Mr P. Clifton Esq 

negatived by a majority of five. 

 The Council went into Committee on the Bill. 

 After several amendments and alterations which were agreed upon the further consideration in 

Committee was adjourned till tomorrow. 

2. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the Table a Return shewing the cost of the “Servants Home” 

up to 1st of May 1854 amounting to £1180.3.7. 

The Council adjourned till 12 o’clock tomorrow. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 
     CC 

______________________
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13 MAY 1854 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor  

and all the Members. 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. THE GOVERNOR laid on the Table a Petition from the Members of the Chamber of Commerce 

praying that a “Bankruptcy Law” may be introduced suited to the peculiar wants of this 

Colony and required to meet the present inefficient state of the Laws between Debtor and 

Creditor. 

 It is generally agreed upon that it would be advisable to introduce a local ordinance somewhat in 

accordance with the prayer of the Petition, a draft of which is to be prepared and submitted at 

the next Session of Council. 

2. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the Table the following Returns 

 Items comprised in the sum of £2123.18.9 under the Heads of Roads, Streets and Bridges in 

the expenditure for the year 1853. 

 Balances in Colonial Chest on the 31st of December in the years 1849, 1850, 1851, 1852 and 

1853. 

3. Orders of the day 

 Adjourned in Committee “A Bill to regulate the mode of awarding compensations for Town lands 

resumed by the Governor on behalf of the Crown” 

 The Bill was further considered, read a second time and ordered to be read a third time on Tuesday the 

16th. 

4. “A Bill for the suppression of violent crimes committed by Convicts illegally at large” adjourned in 

Committee on second reading was further considered. 

 It was moved by Mr MACKIE 

 Seconded by Mr Sutherland 
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 That in Clause 2 the following words be struck out “or shall cause serious injury or illness by threat of 

grievous bodily harm”       Carried 

 Moved by Mr MACKIE 

 Seconded by Mr Birnie 

 That in Clause 5 line 5 the words “free person” (where first occurring in this line) be struck out and the 

following words be substituted viz “Justice of the Peace, Policeman, Constable or officer of a 

Convict Prison or Depôt or any Free Person acting under the direction or in aid of any such 

Peace or other officer” 

 And that the words “free person” (where secondly occurring in the same line) be also struck out, and the 

following words substituted viz “Policeman, Constable, Officer or Free Person” 

 And that the words “Free person” in line 12 be also struck out and the following words substituted viz 

“Justice, Policeman or Officer having first declared and notified his official character to such 

Convict or for any Free person acting in aid of aforesaid”   Carried 

 It was moved by Mr MACKIE 

 Seconded by the Colonial Secretary 

 That in Clause 7 line 2 the following words viz “whether Free persons or Convicts holding Tickets of 

Leave” be struck out and the following words be substituted viz, “being males above the age of 

18 years and below the age of 60 years and being Free persons or Convicts holding Tickets of 

Leave and not being Aborigines”      Carried 

 It was moved by Mr MACKIE and seconded by Mr Birnie 

 That the following be added as the final clause viz “That this Ordinance shall commence and take effect 

from and immediately after the publication in the Government Gazette of the said Colony of a 

Proclamation certifying Her Majesty’s assent thereto.” 

            

 Carried 

 On the motion for the third reading of the Bill 

 Mr P. CLIFTON Moved 

 Mr W. Clifton seconded 

 That the Bill be read this day six months which was negatived by a majority of five. 

 The Bill was ordered to be read a third time on Wednesday the 17th. 

5. Adjourned in Committee “A Bill for the more effectual suppression of drunkenness” was read a second 

time and ordered to be read a third time on Wednesday the 17th. 

6. Adjourned in Committee “A Bill to regulate Eating Houses and Boarding Houses” was read a second 

time and ordered to be read a third time on Wednesday the 17th. 

The Council adjourned till Monday the 15th at 12 o’clock. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 

______________________ 
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15 MAY 1854 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency the Governor  

and all the Members except the Colonial Secretary and Mr Samson. 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. THE GOVERNOR laid on the Table the following despatches which were read 

 Nos. 5, 14 and 15 of 6th, 16th and 20th of January 

  21 and 28 of 15th and 28th of February 

  33 and 34 of 6th and 7th of March 

  Circulars of 17th and 28th of January and 10th and 24th of February. 

2. Orders of the day 

 The following Bills were read a third time and passed. 

 A Bill further to define the duties of Publicans 

 A Bill to explain and amend the 14th Vict No. 14 intituled “An Ordinance for Licensing Carts 

and Carriers” 

 A Bill for further regulating the storage of gunpowder. 

 A Bill for the better preservation of the navigable Waters in Western Australia and for the 

further security of life and property thereon. 

 A Bill to amend the Ordinance No. 18 of 1853. 

3. On the motion of the Advocate General the “Bill to regulate the mode of awarding compensations for 

Town lands resumed by the Governor on behalf of the Crown” was recommitted. 

 THE ADVOCATE GENERAL moved 

 Seconded by Mr Clifton 

 That in the 6th Clause after the word Chairman the remainder of the Clause be expunged and the 

following introduced viz, “and before proceeding to business each of the 3 Commissioners 

shall make the following affirmation” “I A B do solemnly and sincerely declare that I will hear 
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without favour or partiallity all the admissible evidence tendered in this matter, and that I will 

deliver my true and faithful judgment according to such evidence”  Carried 

4. A Bill to consolidate and amend the Laws relating to the conveyance and transfer of Real and Personal 

Property vested in Trustees and Mortgagees was read a second time and ordered to be read a 

third time on Friday the 19th. 

The Council adjourned till Wednesday the 17th at 12 o’clock. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 

______________________ 
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17 MAY 1854 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor  

and all the Members. 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the Table a Return shewing the salaries and allowances of all 

appointments under the Local Government during the years 1851, 1852, 1853 and 1854 with 

the proposed additions thereto as shewn by the Supplementary Estimate for 1854. 

2. Notices of Motion 

 Mr CLIFTON gave the following notices of motion 

Firstly—That before the Estimates are taken into consideration he will move—That every sum, 

excepting the salary of H.E. the Governor that may be voted to stand thereon shall be voted to 

be borne out of the Colonial Revenue, or as to bring under the control of this Council the total 

expenditure as well as Revenue of the Colony. 

Secondly—That on the 18th Instant he would move that there be laid before this Council a 

copy of the instructions given to the person or persons executing the duties of Emigration 

Agents in this Colony, together with a statement of the Duties of any such person or persons, 

and of any person employed under them, and the salary, pay and allowance of the whole. 

Thirdly—That before the Session closes he will bring under the consideration of the Council 

the present state of the Marriage Laws regarding Marriages as affecting Members of the 

established Church of England and Ireland in the hope that the learned Advocate General or 

some person better qualified than himself will before another Session introduce some 

modification of the said Laws for the relief of such Persons. 

3. Order of the Day 

 The third reading of a Bill to regulate the mode of awarding compensations for Town lands resumed by 

the Governor on behalf of the Crown 
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 Which was read and passed. 

4. The third reading of a Bill for the suppression of violent crimes committed by Convicts illegally at large 

 The Bill was recommitted 

 Mr MACKIE proposed 

 Seconded by Mr Birnie 

That in the 8th Clause after the words “Convict” be introduced the following “whether holding Ticket of 

Leave or otherwise”, and that the word “Prisoners” in the latter part of the Clause be struck 

out. 

    Ayes……………………………………8 

    Noes……………………………………1 
  Ayes    Noes 

 The Honble Commandant  The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 The Honble Surveyor General 

 The Honble Advocate General 

 The Honble Collector of Revenue 

 Mr Mackie Esq 

 Mr Samson Esq 

 Mr Clifton Esq 

 Mr P. Clifton Esq 
    Carried 

 The Bill was read a third time and passed. 

5. The following Bills were read a third time and passed. 

 A Bill for the more effectual suppression of Drunkenness 

 A Bill to regulate eating houses and boarding houses 

6. A Bill for the naturalisation of certain Persons was read a second time and ordered to be read a third 

time on the 20th Instant. 

7. The second reading of a Bill to provide for and regulate the issue and use of Postage Stamps 

 The Bill was committed 

 Proposed by Mr MACKIE 

 Seconded by Colonial Secretary 

 That in the 2nd line of the 2nd Clause after the word “Colony” there be introduced the following words in 

a parenthesis, viz (not being part of a Ship Mail arriving from places beyond Seas, between 

which places respectively and this Colony there shall not be any reciprocal arrangement for the 

free Inland transmission of stamped letters)     Carried 

 Proposed by SURVEYOR GENERAL 

 Seconded by Advocate General 

 That in addition to prior amendments the 2nd Clause stand as follows 

“That from and after the 1st day of August next all letters, Newspapers and packets addressed 

and posted to places within or without the said Colony (not being part of a Ship Mail etc) shall 

be prepaid by affixing upon the same the full amount of stamps to cover the postage due 

thereon, and any letter, Newspaper or Packet, not so fully prepaid by stamps as aforesaid shall 
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be retained in the Post Office and not be forwarded until the full amount of Postage by stamps 

shall have been paid”       Carried 

 The Bill was read a second time and ordered to be read a third time on Monday the 22nd. 

The Council adjourned till 12 o’clock tomorrow. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 

______________________ 
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18 MAY 1854 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

and All the Members 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The following Protest was entered by Mr M.W. CLIFTON and Mr W.P. CLIFTON against the Bill for 

the suppression of violent crimes committed by Convicts illegally at large. 

First Because we are opposed to the Punishment of Death, and consider it should 

never be resorted to excepting in cases of premeditated atrocious murder. 

Second Because we believe that experience has shewn that Punishment by Death does 

not deter from the commission of crime, and that in some of the cases Contemplated 

in this Ordinance the fear of it would be  likely to lead to more atrocious violation of 

the Laws. 

Thirdly Because we consider that although a severer scale of minor punishments 

might be sanctioned in the case of men who have been previously convicted, nothing 

but the enormity of the crime itself, can justify the extreme penalty of Death, and 

therefore if the necessity existed for such a stringent enactment for the suppression of 

Burglary, Highway Robbery etc attended with violence, we consider that the Free 

men, the Holders of Conditional Pardons, and Ticket of Leave men in private service 

should be no more exempted from it than the Convicts and Ticket of Leave Holders 

employed on Public Works. 

  (signed) M. Waller Clifton 

  W. Pearce Clifton 

2. Letters were laid on the Table by the COLONIAL SECRETARY received from the Governments of 

New South Wales and Van Diemen’s Land on the subject of Intercolonial Postage which were 

read. 
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3. Orders of the day 

 Second reading of a Bill to facilitate mutual Postal communication. 

 The Bill on second reading was committed when after several alterations and amendments it was read a 

second time and ordered to be read a third time on the 22nd Instant. 

4. The third reading of “A Bill to provide for an excess of expenditure in the year 1853 over and above the 

Estimates for the same. 

5. The Council went into Committee on the Bill and the statement of the excess of Expenditure for the 

Governor’s Establishment and Miscellaneous Services beyond the votes for the year 1853 

amounting to £6016.3.9 and also a statement shewing the Underdrafts for the same period 

amounting to £7203.18.1 was taken into consideration. 

 Adjourned in Committee to the 20th Inst. 

The Council adjourned to 12 o’clock Saturday the 20th. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 

______________________ 
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20 MAY 1854 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor  

and All the Members except Mr Samson 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Orders of the Day 

 The third reading of a Bill to Consolidate and amend the Laws relating to the Conveyance and transfer 

of real and personal Property vested in Trustees and Mortgagees. 

 Third reading of a Bill for the naturalisation of certain persons. 

  Read and passed. 

2. The further consideration in Committee of the Statements of the excess of Expenditure beyond the votes 

for the year 1853. 

3. The Bill for the further appropriation of the Revenue for 1853 was read a second time and ordered to be 

read a third time on the 27th Instant. 

4. The second reading of a Bill to provide for the payment of certain unforeseen expenses during the year 

1854 and also for the appropriation of the Revenue for the year 1855. 

5. The Council went into Committee on the Supplementary Estimate when after some discussion the 

further consideration was adjourned to the 22nd Instant. 

The Council adjourned till Monday the 22nd. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 

______________________ 
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22 MAY 1854 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor  

and All the Members 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the Table the following Plans and Estimates 

 Jetty South Bay, Fremantle 

 Surgeon’s House, Perth 

 Proposed Improvements to Government House, Perth 

Alterations to Servants Home, Perth 

 New Wing to Public offices, Perth 

 Proposed New Gaol, Perth 

 Guaging Shed, Bonded Warehouse, Fremantle 

2. Orders of the Day 

 The third reading of a Bill to provide for and regulate the issue and use of Postage Stamps 

 The third reading of a Bill to facilitate internal Postal communication between this Colony and other 

Countries. 

 The Bills were read a third time and passed. 

3. The further consideration of the Supplementary Estimate for the year 1854 adjourned in Committee was 

resumed. 

 The following additions were proposed and adopted. 

Collector of Customs  
First Clerk and Warehouse Keeper  25.0.0 
Post Master General  50.0.0 
Chaplain, Guildford  68.15.0 
Health Officer, Fremantle`  25.0.0 
Perth Temperance Hall for Building purposes  50.0.0 
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 Mr CLIFTON moved, Mr Samson seconded 

That it is the opinion of this Council that is wise, expedient and necessary in order that 

Gentlemen nominated by the Crown to seats on Council who may not be residents in the 

Metropolis should not be deterred from accepting the office by the expense to which they are 

subjected in travelling and subsistence while called from their homes to attend their duty in 

Council.  That such Gentlemen not being residents in Perth should during the Sessions be 

allowed travelling expenses up and down at the rate of 1/0 per mile and subsistence at the rate 

of £1.1 per diem from the day they take their seats in Council to the day they quit Council, 

such latter allowance not to be payable for any day on which they may be absent during such 

time, excepting in case of sickness which detains in Perth, and that provision for the same be 

made on the Estimates, or paid out of Council Contingencies. 

    Noes……………………………………3 

    Ayes……………………………………7 
  Noes    Ayes 

 His Excellency The Governor The Honble Surveyor General 

 The Honble Commandant  The Honble Advocate General 

 The Honble Colonial Secretary  The Honble Collector of Revenue 

     Mr Mackie Esq 

     Mr Samson Esq 

     Mr Clifton Esq 

     Mr P. Clifton Esq 
 Carried 

 The following addition was proposed and adopted. 

 Expenses of Non Official Members    150.0.0 

 Committee adjourned 

The Council adjourned till 12 o’clock tomorrow. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 

______________________ 
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23 MAY 1854 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor  

and All the Members 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Orders of the Day 

 Second reading of a Bill to repeal an Ordinance passed in the 12th year of the reign of Her present 

Majesty No.8 imposing duties on imported goods, and to make other provisions in lieu thereof. 

 The Bill was read a second time and ordered to be read a third time on the 27th Instant. 

2. The further consideration of the Supplementary Estimate for the year 1854 adjourned in Committee. 

The Council adjourned till the 25th Instant. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 

______________________ 
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25 MAY 1854 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor  

and All the Members 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Order of the Day 

 The second reading of a Bill to provide for the general regulation of the Customs in Western Australia. 

 The Council went into Committee on the Bill, when after various alterations being proposed and 

adopted, the further consideration was adjourned in Committee. 

The Council adjourned till 12 o’clock tomorrow. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 

______________________ 
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26 MAY 1854 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor  

and All the Members except Mr Samson 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Mr CLIFTON gave notice that he would at some future day move—That a vote of credit to the amount 

of £2000 be granted to the Local Government to be applied as far as required by the Governor 

by and with the advice of the Executive Council, during the present or next year for the 

extension of the Police Force or other means of protection which may be deemed absolutely 

necessary, and that if the amount of Revenue beyond the sums voted for the service of the year 

be not “sufficient” for defraying any such extra expenditure for the purpose of protection 

within the said amount of £2000, the amount deficient may be raised by means of debentures 

charged on the Revenue of the years 1855 or 1856. 

 Mr CLIFTON moved 

 Mr P. Clifton seconded 

 That the question be now put, which was put accordingly and carried. 

2. Order of the Day 

 Adjourned in Committee the second reading of a Bill to provide for the general Regulation of the 

Customs of Western Australia. 

 The Bill was read a second time and ordered to be read a third time on the 5th of June. 

3. A Bill to provide for the preservation of order in case of any further discovery of Gold was read a 

second time and committed. 

 Mr CLIFTON Moved 

 Mr W.P. Clifton seconded 

 That the following be added to the first clause viz 
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Provided nevertheless that such Regulations and Orders shall not authorise the granting of 

licenses as aforesaid extending over any Lands granted in Fee simple to other than the 

Proprietor thereof without the previous consent in writing of the said Proprietor or his Agent in 

his behalf, if such Proprietor or Agent can be found in the Colony. 

           Carried 

 Proposed by the SURVEYOR GENERAL 

 Seconded by Mr Mackie 

 That the following be added to Mr Clifton’s amendment viz 

But if such Proprietor or Agent cannot be found in the Colony, it shall be lawful for the 

Governor to issue licenses extending over the Land of any such last mentioned Proprietor at 

the full Fee or Price charged for licenses to dig on Crown Lands, reserving in all such cases 

one half of such Fee or Price for the use and benefit of such Proprietor when found. 

    Ayes……………………………………6 

    Noes……………………………………2 
  Ayes    Noes 

 The Honble Commandant  Mr Clifton Esq 

 The Honble Colonial Secretary  Mr W.P. Clifton Esq 

 The Honble Surveyor General 

 The Honble Advocate General 

 The Honble Collector of Revenue 

 Mr Mackie Esq 
Carried by a majority of four. 

 The Bill was ordered to be read a third time on the 5th of June. 

4. The standing Orders were suspended and “A Bill to empower the Governor to raise £800 for the 

purchase of certain Building Allotments in Perth”, being laid on the Table by His Excellency, 

was read a first and second time and committed. 

 After several alterations were proposed and adopted, the Bill was ordered to be read a third time on the 

5th of June. 

The Council adjourned till 12 o’clock tomorrow. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 

______________________ 
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27 MAY 1854 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor  

and All the Members except Mr Samson 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Mr CLIFTON moved that there be laid on the Table at next Meeting of Council the following Returns. 

 A Return shewing the number and extent of blocks of land purchased or in any other way 

acquired from the Crown in each District in the years 1850, 51, 52 and 53 respectively 

distinguishing those which have been and which have not been set out by the Survey 

department and of which the Fee simples have not been granted. 

 A Return shewing the Town and Suburban Allotments sold in all the Town sites of the Colony 

within the above 4 years, the amount for which they sold, distinguishing the amount realised 

from Town Allotments and Suburban Allotments respectively from each Town site and the 

number for which Fee simples have not been granted. 

 A Return shewing the number and extent of blocks of Country land which have been sold 

under preemptive right and the same of those which have been sold at fixed prices after public 

auction. 

2. Mr CLIFTON moved in conformity with former notice of motion 

  Seconded by Mr Mackie 

“That a vote of credit to the amount of £2000 be granted to the Local Government to be 

applied as far as requisite by the Governor by and with the advice and consent of the Executive 

Council, during the present year and next, for the extension of the Police Force etc.” 

           Carried 

3. Order of the Day 

 The third reading of a Bill to repeal a Bill passed in the 12th year of the Reign of Her present Majesty 

No. 8 imposing duties on imported Goods, and to make other provisions in lieu thereof. 
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 Third reading of A Bill to provide for the payment of certain unforeseen expenses during the year 1853. 

 The Bill now read a third time and passed. 

4. Adjourned in Committee the second reading of a Bill to provide for the payment of certain unforeseen 

expenses during the year 1854, and also for the Appropriation of the Revenue for the year 

1855. 

 The Council went into Committee on the Estimate for the year 1855. 

The Council adjourned till 12 o’clock on Monday the 29th Instant. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 

______________________ 
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29 MAY 1854 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor  

and All the Members 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the Table the land Returns called for my Mr Clifton on the 

27th Inst. 

2. Order of the Day 

 The consideration of the Estimate for the year 1855 was resumed in Committee and the different items 

being agreed to the total estimated Expenditure is found to amount to the sum of £45,694.14.9, 

which being deducted from the estimated ways and means £47,184.19.2 leaves a probable 

balance at the close of the year of £1490.4.5. 

The Council adjourned till 12 o’clock tomorrow. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 

______________________ 
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30 MAY 1854 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor  

and All the Members 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. In pursuance of notice of motion Mr CLIFTON proposed the following Resolution 

 Seconded by Mr Mackie 

That it is the opinion of this Council, that it will be wise and expedient to increase the number 

of Non Official Members thereof, namely, that whereas at present there are, including the 

Judge, Four Members called Non Official, as not being Members of the Executive Council, it 

is the opinion of this Council, that there ought to be five Non Official Members, exclusive of 

the Judge who ought at all times to be a Member of the Legislative Council whether in the 

Executive or not, by which arrangement there would be two Non Official Members to be 

added and the Council would be composed as follows, His Excellency the Governor, The 

Senior Officer of the Troops, the Colonial Secretary, the Surveyor General, Advocate General, 

Collector of Revenue, Being the Executive Council—The Judge ex officio—Five Members 

not holding any office, and that H.E. be pleased to recommend this arrangement to Her 

Majesty’s Govt.         

 Carried 

The Council adjourned till Tuesday the 6th of June. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 

______________________ 
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6 JUNE 1854 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Order of the Day 

 The third reading of A Bill to provide for the general regulation of the Customs in Western Australia. 

 The third reading of A Bill to provide for the preservation of Order in case of any discovery of Gold in 

Western Australia. 

The third reading of a Bill to empower the Governor to raise £800 for the purchase of certain building 

Allotments in the Town of Perth. 

 The Bills were read a third time and passed. 

The Council adjourned till Friday the 9th Inst. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 

______________________ 
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9 JUNE 1854 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Order of the Day 

 The third reading of A Bill to provide for the payment of certain unforeseen expenses during the year 

1854 and also for the appropriation of the Revenue for the year 1855. 

 The Bill was read a third time and passed. 

The Council adjourned sine die. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 

____________________ 
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